
 

 

IAP2 Australasia New Zealand Symposium 
Waipuna Hotel and Conference Centre, Auckland, 12-13 May 2020 

 
Call for Presentation Abstracts 

 
From 13 December 2019, the International Association for Public Participation (IAP2) Australasia will be 
accepting abstract submissions for the IAP2 Australasia New Zealand Symposium to be held at the 
Waipuna Hotel and Conference Centre, Auckland area, New Zealand from 12-13 May 2020.   
  
The symposium brings together engagement practitioners, community development practitioners, 
communications and marketing professionals and academics to explore the diverse and challenging 
topic of community and stakeholder engagement. 
 
And of course, we aim to present an event that is interactive, experiential, authentic and fun, while 
addressing the issues that matter in modern engagement practice in New Zealand. 
 
This year, the theme of the symposium is:  
 

Wellbeing. 
 

Wellbeing in all its facets – social, cultural, environmental, economic, community and of course, 
as an engagement practitioner. 

 
The symposium will build on IAP2’s reputation for offering a dynamic, interactive and targeted program 
that supports professional development and enhances the practice of project communications, 
community and stakeholder engagement.  
 
We invite you to be part of this symposium by applying to present.  
 
Presentation abstract submission is open to all professionals and academics working in community and 
stakeholder engagement; community members and representatives who have participated in 
engagement and those who are exploring engagement as part of our rapidly changing design, 
planning, service delivery and policy making environments.  
 
Submissions are especially welcome from community groups and community organisations who can 
share what works for them, what doesn’t, and why their perspective is both different and important. 
Submissions from all sectors are welcome. Both new and emerging, and experienced engagement 
professionals are welcome to submit an abstract. 
 
The abstract submissions will be reviewed and selections made by the Abstract Selection Committee.



 

Submissions will be prioritised based on the following criteria: 

• Addresses the symposium theme of Wellbeing (social, cultural, environmental, economic, 
community, personal, professional).  

• Content reflects current challenges, shows originality and is of interest to symposium participants.   

• References case studies to demonstrate effective engagement and challenges rather than 
promoting the success of a particular project.   

• Presentations focus on providing practical “take-home” tips and resources, rather than just theory. 

• The presenter can demonstrate the ability to effectively engage with an audience using their 
preferred presentation method.  

• The presenter can outline knowledge, experience and/or research in their subject area.   

 
 
Submission Guidelines: 
 
Submissions that do not follow the guidelines, are incomplete and those received after the due date will 
not be considered.  

• Submissions open 13 December 2019 and are to be made online via the IAP2A NZ Symposium 
Submission site: https://iap2a.smapply.io/  

• A blind review process will be used. Please ensure that presenter details (name or organisation) Is 
not included in your 500 word abstract outline. 

• Guidelines on how to use Survey Monkey Apply can be found here: 
https://smapply.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001445354-Applicant-FAQ 

• Submissions close Monday 10 February, 2019, 7:00pm.  

• Abstracts should be concise and no more than 500 words in length, and written in English with no 
references, figures or tables.  

• Abstracts and presentations must be completely free of commercial bias or promotion.   

• Incorporates “lessons learned” in which there is open sharing of current challenges (for example; 
for the project, engagement team or those being engaged) and failures and “stuff-ups” – we know 
we learn when we are challenged and also by our mistakes! 

• Focuses on providing practical “take-home” tips and resources, rather than just theory. 

• An author is allowed to submit a maximum number of one abstract as presenting author but can 
be co-author in more than one abstract.   

• A confirmation email will be sent to confirm your abstract has been received.   

• Some organisations may have difficulty accessing the SM Apply portal due to firewall or security 
settings. Speak to your IT department about granting access or use an alternative email address 
(such as a Gmail address) to receive validation emails from the system. This link also has some 
helpful tips: https://help.smapply.io/hc/en-us/articles/360007926353-TLS-Security-Updates 

  

https://iap2a.smapply.io/
https://smapply.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115001445354-Applicant-FAQ
https://help.smapply.io/hc/en-us/articles/360007926353-TLS-Security-Updates


 

• Presenters are required to purchase a ticket to attend the symposium. (Discounted tickets will be 
available for IAP2 Australasia members from $550 NZ including GST). 

• To maintain the integrity and quality of the program, each abstract must be accompanied with a 
brief outline of presentation experience (up to 200 words). As a blind review process will be used, 
please do not include your details (name or organisation) in your outline. 

 

To assist in developing your submission, please consider the following feedback from previous 
participants who indicated they want: 

• Deep dives with meaningful dialogue and learning, for example; master classes that take 
participants through the experience AND the skill building to enable them to effectively engage 

• New tools, techniques and approaches using technology, tools, props or experiences that  inspire, 
excite and most importantly leave participants with an expanded toolkit 

• A choice of sessions from the emerging and new practitioner through to the experienced “old 
hand”.  

• Hands on, practical sessions on planning, with templates, tools, tips and practice – grounded in 
best practice and evidence-base.  

 

We are also inviting organisations and groups to run site visits in the Auckland 
(preferably with easy access to Waipuna Hotel) area. 

 
FAQs 

What is the length of time allocated to each session? 

• The program is yet to be defined, a rough guideline would be for each presentation to be 45 
minutes in length, with an additional 15 minutes for question and answer. 

 

When and where is the Symposium? 

• Waipuna Hotel and Conference Centre, Auckland, 12-13 May 2020 

 
When will I hear if my abstract has been accepted? 
• After 16 March 2020 
 
Do I need to purchase a ticket for the Symposium? 
• Yes, all abstract presenters are required to purchase a ticket to the Symposium. A discounted 

ticket (from $550 NZ including GST) will be made available to IAP2 Australasia members who are 
presenting an abstract for the full 1.5 day Symposium. Co-presenters from community groups and 
organisations may be able to access a complimentary session-only pass for their presentation.  

 
Can non-members of IAP2 Australasia submit an abstract? 
• IAP2 membership is not compulsory, however non-members will not have access to discounted 

Symposium tickets. We encourage being a member to show support to IAP2. Learn more about 
membership at https://iap2.org.au/membership/.  

 

https://iap2.org.au/membership/


 

 

Important Dates for Abstract Submission: 
  

• Submissions open: 13 December 2019 

• Submission Close: 10 February 2020 

• Abstract Review: 12 February to 15 March 2020 

• Author Notification: after 16 March 2020     

• Full Symposium Program published: April 2020 

• Full Presentation Due for review: 1 May 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
  


